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Pre face

Here you will find presented a number of maps of Buddhist places in Ancient India to help
as a reference for those interested in understanding the geography and demographic
distribution of places and peoples mentioned in the Buddhist texts. A numbesf them have
been prepared specially for this section, and others accompany particular texts and
translations that are presented elsewhere on this website. The intention is to add to this
section as and when the need arises.

| have included modern placenames in some of the maps so as to help orientate the reader,
who may not be familiar with the geography of India. | have also annotated the maps to
give sources and further relevant information that could not be included elsewhere.

My main sources for information in compiling the maps have been the following:
Geography of Early Buddhism by B.C. Law; Dictionary of Pali Proper Names by G.P.
Malalasekera; Buddhist India by T.W. RhysDavids; and Middle Land, Middle Way by S.
Dhammika; many other books have iridental information, including the various annotated
translations | have consulted during the course of this work. | am patrticularly grateful to
Bhante S. Dhammika for checking the maps through for me and making many useful
suggestions and corrections, wibh has helped improve them considerably.

anandajoti Bhikkhu
May 2008
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Tathagatassa Pure Caritail
The Buddha's Early Career

What follows is based on the account in the Mahakhandhaka section of the Vinaya
Mahavagga, and the traditional histories suchas the Jataka Nidadakatha, and the
Jinavaisa:

After Awakening at the foot of the Bodhi tree in Uruvela the Buddha spent the following 7
weeks in a number of locations in the same area. He then travelled to Isipatana, where his
former companions, the groupof five ( paycavaggiyg ascetics were staying. The walking
tour appears to have taken around a week, as he arrived on the Full Moon night of &saéha.

That night he preached his first recorded discourse, and thereby set the Dhamnrviheel
rolling, at the end of which Ayyata Koddayya became the first person to attain path and
fruit in the present Sasana. In the next few days he and his four companions all became
Worthy Ones (Arahanta). The Buddha spent the first Vassana in the DeePark at Isipatana,
and in a short time converted first Yasa, and then 50 of his friends, who also all became
Worthy Ones.

At the end of the Rain's Retreat the Buddha walked back to Uruvela, where he converted
the three Kassapa brothers and their 1,000 disciples. From there he travelled tthe
Magadhan capital Rajagaha, where he was presented with his first monastery, the Bamboo
Wood (Veéuvanaby King Bimbisara.



